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Potential Canine Influenza Detected at Shelter 

 
WEDNESDAY, March 7, 2012 – Potential canine influenza has been detected in at least one dog at the 

Western Riverside County/City Animal Shelter in Jurupa Valley. 

 

The potential case, or cases, initiated an aggressive prevention effort in one of the shelter’s bungalows, 

where one dog had shown signs of the virus. On Wednesday, the county’s chief veterinarian ordered 500 

doses of vaccine, which will help contain the disease. 

 

Canine influenza is a virus that is spread from respiratory secretions and contaminated objects, such as 

kennel surfaces, food and water bowls, collars and leashes, Riverside County Animal Services Chief 

Veterinarian Dr. Allan Drusys said. 

 

“Since this is a highly contagious virus, we believed quick communication to our employees and the 

public was critical,” Dr. Drusys said. 

 

The potential cases have not been confirmed, but one of the dogs showed physical signs of the virus and 

has been treated aggressively. The dog appears to be recovering, Dr. Drusys said. All potentially exposed 

dogs are in a quarantine area used only for sick dogs, injured dogs or dogs that are in protective custody, 

pending the outcomes of aggressive/vicious dog hearings. 

 

The most common clinical sign of the virus in its most mild form is a dog with a cough that persists 10 to 

21 days despite treatment with antibiotics and suppressants. More severe cases include high-grade fever 

(104 degrees to 106 degrees Fahrenheit) and increased respiratory rate and effort. 

 

“Even though we have not yet confirmed this as true canine influenza, we have reason to believe that 

that’s what we’re dealing with,” Dr. Drusys said. “And because of that suspicion, we’re getting in early 

and taking steps to isolate and eradicate.” 

 

No dog has been, nor will be, euthanized because of the potential of canine influenza. 

 

 

*** MORE MORE MORE *** 

 



POTENTIAL CANINE INFLUENZA 

Page 2 of 2 

 

“Since this is an environmental issue, it’s important to communicate our findings to the public,” Dr. 

Drusys said. “Quick communication, too, helps other shelters and animal clinics get prepared for possible 

cases and ready themselves for potential outbreaks.” 

 

The shelter employees will be following a strict feeding and cleaning protocol for the bungalow where 

the potential cases exist. The Western Riverside County/City Animal Shelter opened in May 2009 and 

was designed with eight separate structures, including five different bungalows for stray and adoptable 

dogs. The design helps employees isolate animals whenever various disease issues arise. 

 

“Unfortunately, we cannot always control what might enter our shelter by means of a stray dog or cat,” 

Dr. Drusys said. “We are a potential depository of diseases. However, we have a strong team of 

veterinary and animal husbandry professionals that know how to address such serious health problems.” 

 

Anyone who suspects that they have a dog that might be sick from canine influenza, should seek 

immediate attention with their veterinary doctor. If the pet owner recently adopted from the Western 

Riverside County/City Animal Shelter and suspects their dog might have canine influenza, they can call 

the shelter at 951-358-PETS (7387) or send an e-mail to shelterinfo@rivcocha.org. 
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